Detection of soluble antigen of Epstein-Barr virus by the enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay.
The enzym-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) was compared with the microcomplement-fixation test for sensitivity and reliability in detection of antibody to soluble antigen of Epstein-Barr virus. ELISA was found to be more sensitive (up to 160 times more antibody) in detecting levels of antibody than the complement-fixation assay. The ELISA test was shown also to be comparably reliable to the complement-fixation assay in detecting immunity to this antigen; only one false-positive response was found in tests of 21 sera. Because this assay is completely quantifiable, it provides an easy, rapid, and highly sensitive technique for the detection of antibody to antigen of Epstein-Barr virus.